
01865 614459

wytham.woods@admin.ox.ac.uk

01865 863510

admin@hill-end.org

WYTHAM WOODS

As you enter Wytham on the Godstow road take  

the turning to the right of the White Hart pub.  

Turn right again and follow the drive up to the  

car park located on the left.

HILL END

Leave the A420 at the Eynsham (B4044) exit, turn 

right off the sliproad and follow the B4044 Eynsham 

road towards Farmoor. The entrance is the second 

drive on the right, clearly signposted
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THE WYTHAM ESTATE 1920–2020
A centenary of inspirational education

Wytham Woods and Hill End together make up the 
Wytham Estate, a beautiful and unique educational 
resource gifted to the University of Oxford by Raymond 
and Hope ffennell, a philanthropic couple who loved the 
outdoors. They were committed to outdoor education 
and creating opportunities for disadvantaged young 
people. In 1920, they purchased the Wytham Estate 
and over the next decades created innovative outdoor 
classrooms and dormitories at Hill End. In the 1930s, 
up to 300 children a day from London and Oxford came 
to Hill End ‘Camp’. In 1942–3 Wytham Woods were 
bequeathed to the University, who agreed to maintain 
the natural beauty of the Woods, continue to make the 
space available for research and education and ensure 
that the local community was able to visit and enjoy the 
Woods. Just a year later Raymond ffennell died, leaving 
Hill End also under University ownership.

Wytham Woods has been used extensively for 
environmental research over the last several decades, 
and is one of the most studied areas of woodland in the 
world. It is renowned for its wealth of biological research, 
and is exceptionally rich in flora and fauna, with over 500 
species of plants, a wealth of woodland habitats, and 
800 species of butterflies and moths.

Hill End’s diverse range of outdoor activities has created 
fond memories for generations of Oxfordshire children. 
The need to engage young people with nature and the 
environment has never been more pressing, 
and the Trust seeks to respect and develop 
the ffennell legacy to provide inspirational 
outdoor learning for generations to come.

For more information on these 
opportunities please visit our websites
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1942 
Wytham Estate 
bequeathed to  
The University 
of Oxford

2015
Production  
of 100 year 
management 
plan

2000
First 
conservator 
of the 
woods 
appointed

1992
ECN begin 
climate 
change 
investigation

1962
Long term 
monitoring of 
small mammal 
populations 
begins

1947
The study of 
Wytham tit 
populations 
begins

2017
Hill End  
becomes  
a charity 

2001
Forest 
School  
training 
commenced

1988
Designation 
of SSSI 
status to the 
Upper Hill

1959
The ‘Hope 
ffennell Trust’ 
created in 
honour of 
Hope ffennell

1940
During WWII 
Oxfordshire 
scouts ran 
camping holidays 
for evacuees

1920 
Hill End 
established 
by the 
ffennell 
family

Practice trenches 
used in WW1 
by Oxfordshire 
regiments in 
Wytham Woods...

1914–18

... and at  
Hill End

1914–18

WYTHAM WOODS

Research: www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk/research

Education: www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk/events

Recreation: www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk/permit

HILL END

Outdoor Learning Activities:  

www.hill-end.org/activities/schools

Residentials and Camping:  

www.hill-end.org/activities/facilities_to_hire

Training and Forest School:  

www.hill-end.org/activities/teacher-training
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