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Is your school looking to celebrate the end of a term, an exam period, or just planning a getaway 
into the great outdoors? Hill End Outdoor Education Centre offers a fantastic one-night 
residential sleepover package to allow students to reconnect with nature in the beautiful 
Oxfordshire countryside. 
 
Perfect as a first sleepover experience, you will stay in an historic timber dormitory with BBQ and 
campfire facilities. Enjoy exploring and learning in our beautiful 67-acre surroundings of 
woodland and meadow, spending time together, playing games, and relaxing in the evening with 
hot chocolate and toasted marshmallows. 
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Programme 

  Breakfast 09:30-12:00 Lunch 
13:00-
15:00 

15:00-
17:00 

Dinner 
18:00-
20:00 

Day 
1 

    
Arrival 

and 
exploring! 

BBQ  
Evening 
campfire 
(tutor-led) 

Day 
2 

Help-
yourself 

breakfast  

Forest Explorers 
(tutor-led) 

Packed 
picnic 
lunch  

Team 
games 

(self-led) 
      

 
Campfire – Our tutor will light and oversee a campfire, demonstrating safety and fire lighting skills 
to staff and/or learners if required. Includes marshmallow toasting and S’mores making  
 
Forest Explorers – A child-led session in the woods which can include a range of activities such as 
natural arts, rope swings, dens, exploration, mini beasts and more! 
 
If you have any particular or special requirements for your activities, please do let us know – we can 
provide bespoke sessions with advance notice in discussion with tutor. 
 
Day One 
 

 Please report to reception on arrival to check in. 

 You are welcome to arrive from 3.00pm onwards, unpack, explore your accommodation and 
our lovely site! 

 A BBQ evening meal will be served from 5.00-6.00pm in the High Dormitory garden by our 
catering staff, the menu will be selected by your group in advance. 

 From 6.00pm our outdoor tutor will lead an evening campfire  

 Get a good night sleep ready for the next day! 
 
Day Two 
 

 Help yourself to the breakfast provided at a time to suit you and your group.  

 After breakfast we ask groups to pack up their belongings, tidy and vacate the dormitory. 
Please ‘check out’ by 10am. 

 From 9.30am to 12.00pm our tutor will lead a fun outdoor Forest Explorer session. 

 A packed lunch will be provided at around 12.30pm. 

 Enjoy team games as a final self-led activity after lunch to run off some energy! 

 You are very welcome to stay and explore the Hill End site until your transport arrives. 
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The High Dormitory 
 
  

The High Dormitory sits proudly at the top of Hill End with the most spectacular views of the site and 
beyond. Built in the 1930s, it retains its rustic charm.  

 Sleeps 46 (Dorm 1:20 Beds, Dorm 2:18 Beds, Staff Room 1:4 beds, Staff Room 2:4 beds) 

 Separate toilet block with 6 toilet and wash rooms 

 1 staff toilet and wash room (showering facilities are available elsewhere on site) 

 Table and chairs under gazebos for covered eating  

 Firepit with log seats with wonderful rural views. 
 

Extra adult leaders or helpers? We can also offer additional camping and twin staff room accommodation 
in our staff block for extra adults – please ask us if you would like to book this in addition to your 
dormitories. We cannot add additional beds to dormitories or change room configurations.  
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Menus 
 

Please fill in your details below and return to Hill End by email to admin@hill-end.org 
 
Name of School: ………………………………………………………………….....……………………… 

Date(s) of Visit: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Total number of visitors (staff and students) .....…………………………………………................... 

Name and contact details for organiser or leader(s) ........………………………………………….... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

  

BBQ dinner Numbers (staff and children)  

Sausage or burger in a roll* Sausage =              Burger =  

Vegetarian burger in a roll* V. sausage =          V. burger =  

  

Salad, fruit platter  

Squash and water  

  

Breakfast  

Cereal, bread, fruit   

Milk and juice   

  

Packed lunch  

Ham sandwich*   

Cheese sandwich*   

Tuna sandwich*   

Jam sandwich*   

  

Crisps and fruit  

Squash and water *please indicate numbers 

  
 

Any other special dietary requirements, other than vegetarian (please provide full details 
below) 

  

A quick reminder 
 

each person needs 
to bring their own: 

 
Plate 
Bowl 
Cup 

Cutlery 
Sleeping bag 

Blanket 
 

don’t forget 
 extra snacks! 

 

Thank you!  

mailto:admin@hill-end.org
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 How many people can book? 
The High Dormitory can sleep a maximum of 46 people in total. This includes 38 learners 
and 8 staff. There are 2 separate large rooms with 18 and 20 beds respectively, plus 2 staff 
rooms with 4 beds each. We charge for the total number staying over (children and staff), 
but not for any extra staff helpers during the daytime. 
 

 What exactly will be in each room? 
Each bed comes with a bottom sheet, pillow and pillow case.   
 

 Will we have access to toilets and showers? 
There are outside toilets within the High Dormitory garden which are for the exclusive access 
of your group. Showers and additional toilets are available elsewhere onsite but are shared 
use. 
 

 Will we be able to use the whole Hill End site? 
For this package we are offering exclusive use of the High Dormitory area. Your tutor-led 
sessions will take place in specific areas but you are free to explore much of the grounds at 
other times. Please be aware there may sometimes be other groups onsite who may have 
booked exclusive access to some areas. We can advise further on this at the time of your 
arrival. 
 

 What will we need to bring? 
Everyone will need to bring a sleeping bag and any additional blankets needed, appropriate 
for weather conditions. It can still be cold at night in the summer! Everyone will need to bring 
any personal items that might be useful. We also recommend a torch as we are a natural 
site without much outside lighting. You will need to bring your own plate, bowl, cup and 
cutlery. A refillable water bottle is useful for during the day. Everyone will need sturdy 
footwear and clothing suitable for the weather that you don’t mind getting dirty. Please be 
prepared for wet conditions with waterproofs, and for hot weather with sunscreen and 
sunhats. Please pack using suitable luggage – huge suitcases are not normally needed for 
short trips and are difficult to transport – small bags and rucksacks are easier! 
 

 How will the catering work? 
We will be working with a caterer to provide a BBQ for you on the evening of your stay. A 
simple help yourself breakfast and a packed lunch on the next day will also be provided. 
Menus are sent out and booked in advance. We provide self-serve water, squash and hot 
drinks for adults. 
 

 What happens for visitors with dietary requirements? 
Please inform us of any specific requirements well before the visit. We will inform you of the 
deadlines for booking, and there may be an additional charge for our caterer to meet any 
dietary needs not communicated in advance. For very specific needs we may ask guests to 
arrange to bring their own food, but this is only in exceptional circumstances.  
 

 Will we need to bring additional food and drink? 
Your group will be busy and active, and groups in previous years have found that additional 
snacks for breaks were useful. We can supply fresh water and the means to access hot 
water for drinks ‘out of hours’.  
 

 Do you provide the marshmallows?! 
We will make sure you have a campfire pack in the evening (we provide hot chocolate and 
s’mores - marshmallows and digestives to sandwich together!). We also provide vegetarian 
marshmallows if you have requested any vegetarian catering. You will need to provide any 
additional snacks or items to meet special dietary requirements. 
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 Do you provide the wood for the campfire? 
We will provide 2 bags of wood and a bag of kindling along with a safety kit for your led 
campfire session. 

 

 Is there a kitchen? 
A kitchen is not included in the sleepover package – there is a fridge, toasters, kettle and urn 
in the dormitory building. Seating is outside under covered gazebos. If you would like a 
package that also includes a kitchen and dining/classroom space, why not consider the Hill 
End summer stayaway package? Please see our website for more details. 
 

 What happens on the led sessions? 
We will liaise with you over the exact content of these sessions (see a rough guide above). 
Our tutor will lead the activities but your staff will be responsible for the group. 

 

 Is there vehicle access? 
Hill End has strict restrictions on vehicle access and they are not generally allowed on site. 
Visitors are expected to walk up to the High Dormitory (approx. 5 minutes uphill from the car 
park) but we can usually help with luggage and taking up any other supplies, please do just 
let us know.  
 

 Where do we park? 
Parking is available for coaches, minibuses and cars on site. We ask that coaches do not 
stay on site all day as we need to provide parking for a variety of users  
 

 Do we have to clean? 
Our approach at Hill End is for groups to leave their accommodation as they found it – or 
cleaner! For this package we ask groups to help with this after breakfast - to bag up any 
rubbish indoors and check for litter in the garden, make sure everything is left as they found 
it and strip the bedding from the beds that were used. Please leave used bedding in one pile 
somewhere convenient inside.  

 

 Can you send us a risk assessment? 
Hill End has in place all risk assessments for the site and activities it leads. In accordance 
with advice from the Outdoor Education Advisers Panels’ National Guidance for Educational 
Visits, we do not send out our risk assessments but assure users that they are in place. 
Please see this link: 
https://oeapng.info/downloads/download-info/6a-faqs-asking-for-providers-risk-assessments/ 
 
We also hold the Learning Outside the Classroom Quality Badge which is a nationally 
recognized safety and quality assurance mark (See www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk) as well as 
the Tidy Britain Group Green Flag Award for the quality of its grounds. Groups are 
responsible for their own risk assessments to suit their particular needs, please do contact 
us to arrange a site visit if required – we will help as much as we can! 
 

 Is the accommodation suitable for those with additional needs? 
It is your responsibility to ensure that the accommodation meets the needs of your group and 
we recommend a site visit (see below). The outdoor location means that we do have uneven 
ground and the historic nature of the building means that we have stairs up to the dormitory. 
Disabled toilets and showers are available elsewhere on the site. Please do speak to us if 
you have any queries. 
 

 Can we come and visit the site before we stay? 
Yes! We strongly recommend that groups come and view the site and our facilities before 
their stay. Please let us know in advance so we can make sure staff are available and that 
you can access all the areas you would like to see. 
 

https://oeapng.info/downloads/download-info/6a-faqs-asking-for-providers-risk-assessments/
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 Can we book a Friday night? 
This offer is only for Monday to Thursday nights. 
 

 Can we arrive earlier in the day, or depart later? 
This sleepover package is for 24 hours (see the programme above), although we are happy 
for groups to stay on and use the site later in the afternoon while they are waiting for their 
transport to arrive. If you would like to come earlier on day one and spend more time at Hill 
End then this may be possible, subject to availability. A full or half-day site access fee of 
£5.00 or £3.00 per child would be charged for this. We can also provide additional resource 
boxes of activities, available to hire at £20 for a half day. 
 

 Is there anywhere to leave our bags after we clean up? 
We can usually assist with this, please do just ask! We would normally move heavier 
luggage down to the lower site in the morning of day two. If you have any special 
requirements regarding storage, please do just ask. 
 

 I have other questions that aren’t on this list, can you help? 
We do have answers to other general FAQs on our website, please see:  
www.hill-end.org/faq 
 
If have other questions, please just get in touch! Either email us at admin@hill-end.org or 
call 01865 863510. 
 

 

http://www.hill-end.org/faq
mailto:admin@hill-end.org

