
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Hill End Reimagined – 100 years in Nature 
A transformational project to expand access to nature-based learning 
through restoration of our heritage dormitory 

 At the heart of Hill End’s 67-acres of stunning natural 

landscape lies an extraordinary opportunity - to revive a 

wonderful 1930s dormitory, and in doing so, to safeguard a 

unique legacy of outdoor education that has shaped over a 

million lives. 

Created over a century ago as a pioneering outdoor school for 

the urban poor by the philanthropic ffennell family, we stay 

true to their legacy by offering outdoor opportunities to those 

who need it most. Hill End now welcomes 24,000 visitors each 

year, but with the right facilities, we can significantly increase 

and broaden our audience.  

 

 

 

Why now? 

Despite our best efforts to care for them, the High dormitory 

is now in urgent need of restoration. It no longer meets 

modern needs, especially accessibility and basic levels of 

comfort outside of the peak summer season.   

By restoring this wonderful cedarwood building we will 

protect a unique piece of heritage, expand our reach, and 

offer thousands more people the chance to reconnect with 

nature, each other, and themselves.  

 

This is more than a building project. It’s an 
investment in education, wellbeing, community, 
and the natural world. 

The ‘High’ Dormitory in the 1930s and today 



Help Us Build the Next 100 Years  

We are at a turning point in Hill End’s remarkable story — 

and this project will shape our future. We need the support 

of all our stakeholders to help us restore our historic spaces, 

breathe new life into our legacy, and reimagine Hill End for 

generations to come. 
 

 

 

Our project is broad and long-lasting. Focussing on the High Dormitory, we will need significant funding from a 

mixture of sources, including trusts and foundations, high-level donors and supporters in our local community. 

What do we need from our stakeholders? 

We need you to get involved in our project – this might be to signpost sources of funding and support, professional 

expertise, or championing our cause in your local community as one of our volunteer ‘Friends of Hill End’. 

 

To find out more about Hill End Reimagined please contact:  
 

Lesley Best, Project Coordinator - lesley.best@hill-end.org 
Lucy Crittenden, Centre Director - lucy.crittenden@hill-end.org  
01865 863510   www.hill-end.org/help-us                                     Registered charity 1173987 

Reviving this building means we can: 

 Expand nature-immersive education opportunities for more children, enabling subsidised trips for 

underserved communities, and those with physical and other special needs. 

 Preserve important heritage by saving a unique example of early 20th-century outdoor dormitory - and 

the cultural history of generations of Oxfordshire people - engaging our community and volunteers. 

 Provide greener and more accessible facilities making this building fit for the future and serving a broader 

range of groups. 

 Protect our environment by better managing our species-rich grassland Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) that surrounds the dormitory – for wildlife, and as an outdoor classroom for nature-based learning. 

 Increase year-round residential capacity, allowing us to meet demand and improving our charity’s 

sustainability and financial resilience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Project Patron Chris Packham puts it best: 

"I was so impressed with Hill End during my recent 

visit, especially because of the large number of 

young people really engaging with nature. At this 

critical time when we're facing climate breakdown 

and biodiversity loss this is more important than 

ever, because if they don't love it they won't stand 

up to protect it.  

Getting outdoors is also essential for their physical 

and mental health - running, jumping, getting 

muddy, really experiencing nature - that's what 

being at Hill End is all about and why it gets my 

support' 
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