The Hill End Outdoor Education Centre

Schools Offer for Academic Year 2025-26

Hill End is a much-loved outdoor education centre, providing nature-immersive learning for all ages.
Established in the 1920s, this beautiful and special place has been a key part of childhood for generations of
Oxfordshire children. Today we provide inspirational outdoor experiences to a wonderful diversity of groups,
age groups and communities in 67 acres of stunning natural surroundings.

What can we provide for your school? S e e el

woods... seeing grass snakes and slow

worms as well as pond dipping”
Our expert tutor-led sessions cover key curriculum topics with the ideal Class teacher, primary school day visit

blend of fun and learning, using the natural environment as an
experiential teaching resource to complement lessons back at school.

Curriculum learning

e Habitat Explorers — an introduction to the plants and creatures around
us, understanding how they interact in ponds, woodland and grassland
habitats, learning to observe the nature world and ask questions using
scientific language.

e Forest Explorers — woodland activities that change with the seasons
and use our beautiful surroundings for creative exploration and design,

understanding and using tools and natural materials. Vo dd
e Maps and Trails — from an introduction to map skills with games for New for 2025-26:
the youngest, to our most challenging orienteering course and Sustainability Habitat Days

geographical skills. Learn about direction, natural and physical features
in the landscape.

e Ancient history — visit the past in our ancient settlement village for an
action packed day experiencing life in the Stone Age, during Roman
occupation, or Vikings and Saxons in the border lands between Mercia
and Wessex.

e WW1 - learn about life as an Oxfordshire soldier in the Great War.
Based in the genuine WW1 practice trenches in next-door Wytham
Woods, these memorable, hands-on days bring history to life.

e GCSE Fieldwork - enrich your Biology and Geography teaching with
practical fieldwork in woodland and SSSI species-rich grasslands.

We spoke to schools about the
changing needs of climate and
sustainability teaching and found
that some found this challenging to
address effectively in the classroom.

Our new, exciting nature-based
programme for primary ages has
been created to meet these needs,
inspiring children to be curious about
and value nature by:

- Learning about natural habitats and
the species within them.

- Focussing on the challenges facing
insects and other invertebrates,
and the impact this can have.

- Introducing ideas of climate change
but with a positive focus on
individual acts.

- Offering simple ways to support
wildlife at school and home.

- Reconnecting children with nature.




Alternative Provision
Programmes

We are an approved AP provider for
Oxfordshire County Council

We deliver a nurturing programme
aimed at addressing the child’s
needs through a balance of outdoor
physical activities taking place in
beautiful natural surroundings -
allowing each child to succeed in
exciting ways.

The sessions are adapted according
to need, but include opportunities to
develop:

- Self-esteem

- Communication skills
- Motivation

- Self-management

- Trust in others

- Confidence

- Health and fitness

Activities may include shelter
building and bushcraft; map and
exploration skills; campfires and
outdoor cooking; nature activities,
walking and physical challenges;
tools, crafts and creative work.

Our bespoke programme usually
runs for one-half or full day per week
for 6 weeks, for individuals or small
groups. Our tutors provide quality
outdoor learning, supported by a
linking member of staff from the
setting responsible for their
particular needs.

How to book
Contact our team to find out more. You can
also see more details, prices, check
availability and book online at:

www.hill-end.org 01865 863510

admin@hill-end.org

Enrichment and Personal Development

Our led-sessions offer the best in outdoor education practice, allowing a
safe place for appropriate risk-taking and development in the natural
environment, with an emphasis on fun and developing the whole child.

e Team Survival — time together in nature learning simple bushcraft
skills with an element of fun competition, building confidence, social
skills, cooperation and friendships that last a lifetime.

e Wellbeing days — based on the 5 Ways to Wellbeing Framework (New
Economics Foundation), practical and mindful activities to connect
with nature and each other in peaceful surroundings away from
screens, instilling awe and wonder inspired by nature.

e Transition days — directed but relaxed
team-building activities to ease the
anxieties of moving to a new school and
meeting others.

e Year 7 socialisation — day and residential
trips for students and staff to bond in a
new academic year, or to round off a
busy summer term.

“The feeling of space and
freedom in the countryside is
lovely. Superb organisation and
informative and experienced
tutors. It is both relaxing and
stimulating at the same time”
Class teacher, secondary school
residential

Nature-Immersive Residentials

Did you know we offer residential trips all year round? — our peak
summer season can be extremely busy, so why not consider an adventure
in spring or autumn and experience the changing seasons?

e Packages with accommodation, catering and activities included.

e Good value self-catering and self-led trips.

e Characterful dormitories and bell-tent village.

e DofE camping facilities with access to tried and tested walking routes.

Forest School and Teacher Training

Hill End is the leading Centre in Oxfordshire for Forest School training,
and host taster days, refreshers and informal meet-ups. We also offer
bespoke INSET training and CPD to provide confidence for teachers to
deliver outdoor learning at your own setting, and to develop or revitalise
your school grounds, trees and ponds as learning spaces.
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