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The Hill End Outdoor Education Centre
Alternative Provision and more Stplac o positiiios

Hill End is a much-loved outdoor education centre, providing nature-immersive learning for all ages.
Established in the 1920s, this beautiful and special place has been a key part of childhood for generations
of Oxfordshire children. Today we provide inspirational outdoor experiences to a wonderful diversity of
groups, age groups and communities in 67-acres of beautiful natural surroundings.
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Our alternative provision programmes are designed for children not in
mainstream education or struggling at school for a wide variety of reasons.
In 2024-2025 we provided:

e 537 tutor-led outdoor sessions
e Benefits during sessions — 100% of schools said these met their needs
o Benefits back at school — 78% reported improvements in the classroom

What we offer

e Quality outdoor learning delivered by e Appropriate qualifications such as the AIM Entry
experienced outdoor practitioners One Award in Skills for Living and Working, and
e For primary, secondary or older ages the NOLA (National Outdoor Learning Award)

.. through the Institute of Outdoor Learning
e Individuals, small groups or classes

OCC-Registered AP Provider and Learning

e Sessions weekly, termly, or to suit your needs . .
¥ ¥ ¥ Outside the Classroom Quality Badge

e Half or full days e Site hire and resources for self-led visits

e A named, dedicated tutor
Our nurturing approach addresses personal and curriculum needs through
a balance of outdoor physical activities in inspiring natural surroundings -
allowing each child to succeed in exciting ways.

Activities can include: shelter building and bushcraft; exploration skills;
campfires, outdoor cooking; conservation activities, walking and physical
challenges, tools, woodcrafts and creative work. We can complement class
teaching in science, geography, hands-on history, DT and much more. 1 )

The sessions are adapted according to need, but could include opportunities to develop:

e Self-esteem e Self-management e Team working
e Communication skills e Trustin others e Health and fitness
e Motivation e Confidence

Our expert tutors provide quality outdoor learning, supported by member(s) of staff from your setting
responsible for students’ particular needs, and complementing their timetable back at school.

How to book
Contact our team to find out more. You can also see details, prices, check availability and book online:

Hill End Outdoor Education Centre, Eynsham Road, Farmoor, Oxford, OX2 9NJ
www.hill-end.org 01865 863510 admin@hill-end.org



http://www.hill-end.org/

Option 1: Regular programmes for individual students

Many of our sessions are for individuals who visit for a half or whole day
once a week - some for a term, some all year. They become a special and
valued part of our Hill End team, benefiting from the wide range of
experiences on offer at Hill End. These longer programmes allow students to
preserve and develop new skills, take part in exciting projects and learn
about the changing seasons.

‘...The 1:1 aspect and the nurturing relationship brings out the
absolute best in the student ... allows him to feel really successful and
develop independence and a sense of pride and achievement’

Option 2: Regular programmes for groups

We work with small groups from special and mainstream schools who visit
for a regular day or half day - weekly, fortnightly or termly - building a
trusted and impactful programme to meet self-development and
curriculum needs. Some settings bring a targeted group all year round, or
on a rolling basis to allow all their students to visit during the year. We do
not mix students or groups from different settings unless by arrangement.

‘...the teachers mentioned how great the sessions were last week and
how exciting it is to have some of our learning from school
incorporated into the sessions

’

Option 3: Short programmes

Not every programme runs all year. Some schools come to Hill End for a
single day or short programme, depending on need and/or funding. Recent
examples include four sessions at the start of the academic year for a new
year 7 SEN group to boost their confidence and social skills, and outdoor
sessions for an urban special school to give students space to breathe, run
and enjoy the freedom of nature in a supportive and inclusive environment.

‘...This intervention helped to ease [student]’s transition to secondary
school... his parents have reported an increased level of happiness since
doing the sessions...[He] has reported that he feels more confident in his
own abilities since attending Hill-End’

Option 4: Bespoke programmes

Of course, every session is adapted to the needs of your students, but we
can also support in other ways. For example we have assisted a special
school in introducing a new Bronze and Silver DofE offer to help Y11 build
the necessary skills - including personal fitness, cooking, teamwork and
navigation. We have worked with primary-age groups to build the
confidence to progress from day visits to a successful residential trip.

. ‘...New friendships were formed - It was just really lovely to see all of
the students interact outside of school and | noticed students playing
together that would not normally...”




